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Caste questions are, therefore, the most im-
portant when social life in India is under con-
sideration, and until the political agitation waxed
acute, what was known as social reform was re-
garded as the end and object of the advanced
English-educated class in India. In the early days
of reform, members of this class delighted to exhibit
their superiority to the prejudices of their kind. A
life of Ramtanu Lahiri, schoolmaster, Brahmin, and
reformer, who died 1898, published in 1907 under
the title " A History of the Renaissance in Bengal,"
exhibits this "Arnold of Bengal" as relishing
the pleasure of drink, the fathers of reform having
imbibed this habit, which was regarded by them as
a sign of education. Even students in their teens
were tipplers. Feasting on meat cooked in Maho-
medan shops was regarded as a sign of courage, and
the credit of the reformer depended on the degree to
which he indulged in such revelries. One Babu,
Ramtanu's friend and associate, wrote : "That wine
is an abomination and drinking a great sin has been
the belief in this country, but we cannot but admit
this belief is erroneous. Can a practice so univer-
sal among the intelligent and civilised nations of the
world be anything but highly salutary and com-
mendable. How shall we Indians become civilised
and our country freed from the sway of error and
superstition if we abstain from wine ? The alumni
of the Hindu college, who set themselves up as